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“If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”

MATTHEW 16:24
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Prelude “Love Immortal and Divine”
Cathy Fortson arr. Carolyn Hamlin

Welcome & Announcements

Introit “Come, Worship God”
The Chancel Choir Michael Perry

Come, worship God, who is worthy of honor;
enter God’s presence with thanks and a song!
You are the rock of your people’s salvation

to whom our jubilant praises belong.

Call to Worship
With laughter and songs of joy,
God calls us to worship, and we come.
With heavy hearts and burdened spirits,
God calls us to worship, and we come.
With distraction and exhaustion,
God calls us to worship, and we come.
We bring all our joy and pain, hurt and hope—
God calls us to worship, and we come.

* Hymn 366 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
HYFRYDOL

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
God of resurrection, we know the power of death. We have seen its works,
we have felt its sting. We have been to the valley of despair, and felt like
there was no chance for life. We doubt your power to resurrect. We doubt
your power to redeem our pain, and fashion something beautiful in this
world. Forgive us. We cry from the depths—however faint our call may be,
we pray you hear our voice.
[A moment for silent confession.]
Amen.

* Rise in body or in spirit 1



Response “Change My Heart, O God”
CHANGE MY HEART (Hymn 695, refrain)

Change my heart, O God; make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God; may | be like you.

Assurance of Forgiveness

Response “Glory Be to the Father”

GLORIA PATRI (Hymn 581)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, amen.

Scripture Reading Romans 5:1-5
The Word of God for the people of God;
Thanks be to God.

Time for Children
The Rev. Bryant Anderson

Anthem “The Lord’s Prayer”
The Chancel Choir arr. David Childs
Lorraine & Les Roettges, flute

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory for ever, and ever. Amen.

Prayer for [llumination

Scripture Reading Matthew 16:21-26
The Word of the Lord;
Thanks be to God.

Sermon “Ready to Suffer”
The Rev. Bryant Anderson

Hymn 718 “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”
CANONBURY (to the tune of “Lord, Speak to Me That | May Speak”)



* Affirmation of Faith
1John 4:7-12

Let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for
God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only
Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that
we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us,
and God'’s love is perfected in us. Amen.

Moment for Mission Beaches Community Kitchen
Marcia Wysocki

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to Offering

Offertory “Simple Gifts”

The Chancel Choir arr. Mack Wilberg

Lorraine Roettges, piccolo

Les Roettges, flute

Linda Schlipf, handbells
‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free, ‘tis the gift to come down where you
ought to be, and when you find yourselves in the place just right, ‘twill be in the valley
of love and delight. When true simplicity is gained, to bow and to bend we shan’t be
ashamed. To turn will be our delight, ‘til by turning we come ‘round right. ‘Tis the gift
to be simple ‘tis the gift to be true, ‘tis the gift to labor ‘til the day is through. And when
you find yourself in the place so fine, ‘twill be in the cool of the birch and the pine.
When true simplicity is gained, to bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed. To turn
will be our delight, ‘til by turning we come ‘round right. ‘Tis the gift to be joyful, ‘tis the
gift to be free, ‘tis the simple gift to be! And when you find yourself filled
with pure delight, the gift to be simple has led you aright.



Response “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”
BEACH SPRING (Hymn 716, verse 1)

God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store,
nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door:
gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise;

thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.

Prayer of Dedication

Hymn 684 “Faith Begins by Letting Go”
DIX (to the tune of “For the Beauty of the Earth”)

Charge & Benediction

Postlude “Lenten Postlude”
Cathy Fortson Matthew Koch

The flowers are given in celebration of Jim & Sherry Gallo’s
60" Wedding Anniversary on March 26, 2026

Please join us after worship for refreshments and fellowship in Patten Hall.
All are welcome to join us!



WORSHIP NOTES

WE'RE GLAD YOU'RE HERE

Please take a brief moment to let us know that you have joined us for worship today. Sign
the connection pad in the pew or pull out your phone and visit palmschurch.org and click
“Worship Attendance.” This simple form will help keep our church family connected.

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY

Rev. Bryant Anderson (Pastor), Rev. Beverly Dempsey (Associate Pastor), Bill Wildey (Adult
Ministry Director), Dr. Ronn Cummings (Director of Music and Fine Arts) and Cathy Fortson
(Organist)

ABOUT THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

These words, from one of the later letters of the New Testament, reflect the central place of
love in the early church’s understanding not only of Jesus and his ministry, but also in their
understanding of God’s very nature.

HEARING ENHANCEMENT
Please see an usher if you would like to use one of our hearing enhancement devices.

WIFI
Network: PalmsGuest | Password: oasiswifi

SERMON SERIES

Lentis a forty-day period of preparation which
precedes the celebration of Christianity’s holiest
season, Easter. Throughout the church’s history,
faithful Christians have adopted a range of
practices during this time of anticipation, ranging
from rote dietary restrictions all the way to full
exclusion from the communion and sacraments
of the church. These practices—and everything in
between—are all intended in their own way to make us ready: ready for Easter, ready to
welcome God'’s salvation, ready to find life in the crucified and risen one. This series
explores the many ways we still need to be made ready for what God is doing in our lives
and in the world.



http://palmschurch.org/

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

SUNDAY STUDY
TODAY AT 9:45 AM, PALMS ROOM
Lent Study - Using the book Final Days.

FISH BANKS

NOW = PALM SUNDAY

Make a REAL difference with the One
Great Hour of Sharing. Please return Fish
Banks on or before Palm Sunday!

CANDY DONATIONS

NOW - PALM SUNDAY

The church is collecting individually
wrapped candy to fill hundreds of Easter
eggs for our children. If you’re able,
please bring your candy donations to the
church office or drop them off on Sunday
in Patten Hall.

PALMS SUNDAY EGG HUNT,
LUNCH, AND WORKSHOP
NOW - PALM SUNDAY

Children birth - 5th grades are invited to
participate in an egg hunt shortly after
the 11:00 service. Immediately after the
egg hunt, we will have lunch and build
reflective kits in Fellowship Hall to engage
us in Holy Week at home.

MAUNDY THURSDAY

THURSDAY, APRIL 2

Dinner will be held at 6 p.m.; please
gather in Patten Hall at 5:45 p.m. This will
be an evening of fellowship, reflection,
and shared table as we remember the
Last Supper. Register at
https://bit.ly/maundythursday26.
Following dinner, there will be a service at
7 p.m. in the sanctuary.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
FRIDAY, APRIL 3 FROM 12-2 P.M.

We invite you to take partin a reflective,
self-paced walk through the Stations of
the Cross. Each outdoor station will offer
a unique spiritual experience—a different
way to pray, reflect, and connect with
Jesus’ journey to the cross. Arrive
between 12-2 p.m. and go at your own
pace, engaging your heart, senses, and
spirit.

FLOWER CROSS

SUNDAY, APRIL 5 IN THE OASIS GARDEN
Be sure to stop by the Flower Cross on
Easter Sunday and take your annual
photo. Members of the Men’s Ministry will
be available to snap a picture for you and
your family. Don’t miss this special
tradition!

EASTER SUNDAY

SUNDAY, APRIL 5

Easter Sunday is almost here, and we
can’t wait to celebrate! Join us for worship
at one of our four services: 6:30, 8:00,
9:30, or 11:00. Come early, bring family
and friends. It’s going to be a beautiful
and joy-filled day!

DID YOU KNOW?

Each month, Palms volunteers - affectionately
known as the “Taco Bells” - prepare and serve
taco meals at Mission House for our
unhoused neighbors. It’s more than a meal;
it’'s a moment of community, care, and
sharing God’s love through hospitality and
good food.



https://bit.ly/maundythursday26

CHILDREN & YOUTH

KIDWORSHIP

Age 3-5" Grade

SUNDAYS DURING 11 AM SERVICE
Following the Time for Children, all
children, age 3 through 5th grade, are
invited to attend KidWorship. This
program will feature music, Bible study,
games, prayer, and more fun activities to
help kids grow in faith and deepen
connections with one another. Children
can be picked up after worship in our
children’s area on the second floor of the
educational building.

If you are visiting and your child would
like to join KidWorship, please ask an
usher for a KidWorship check-in form.
This will give us some quick information,
S0 you can enjoy worship knowing your
child is safe in a new space. Returning
participants can be checked in for
KidWorship at the base of the Grand
Staircase in the education building.

PRAISE & PLAY

Age 5 and Under

SUNDAYS, 8:15 AM - 12:15 PM (RM 125)
This nursery time includes free play, age-
appropriate crafts, and a caring, fun
environment. If your child is not ready for
KidWorship during the 11:00 service,
children up to 5 years old are welcome to
join us in Palms Praise and Play.

YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Middle School Youth

2N° & 4™ WEDNESDAYS, 5:15-7 PM

All middle school students are invited to
join us for youth group on the second and
fourth Wednesdays of each month in the
Youth Room. Next gathering is
Wednesday, March 25

High School Youth

SUNDAYS, 5:30-7 PM

All high school students are invited to join
us this evening at 5:30 at the Machinskis’
home for youth group. Next gathering is
Sunday, March 22,

BIBLE ADVENTURE WEEK
JUNE1-5,9AM-12PM

Save the date for Bible Adventure Week in
Rainforest Falls! Just as plants release
water into the air and it returns as life-
giving rain, our Bible Adventure Week
volunteers share God’s love, letting it fall
gently into the hearts of children and
helping them grow. Come and explore the
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powerful nature of God. Sign up at L 5}; J'!P
https://bit.ly/rainforestfalls or o I i

use the QR code.



https://bit.ly/rainforestfalls

CALENDAR

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
8:15 a.m. Praise & Play, RM 125

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir, Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. Men’s Basketball, Gym

8:30 a.m. WOI’ShIp, Sanctuary THURSDAY, MARCH 26
9:40 a.m. Faith Explorers, RM 214 11:00 a.m. Parkinson’s Group, RM 202
9:40 a.m. Sunday Study, Palms Room 1:00 p.m. PW Crafters, RM 202
11:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 2:00 p.m. Health Ministry Meeting, Ocean Room
11:15 a.m. KidWorship, RM 126 4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer, RM 207
5:30 p.m. HS Youth Group, Off-site FRIDAY, MARCH 27
MONDAY, MARCH 23 No Events Scheduled
1:30 p.m. Men’s Bible Study, Conference Room SATURDAY, MARCH 28
5:30 p.m. Chancel Bells, Sanctuary No Events Scheduled
TUESDAY, MARCH 24 SUNDAY, MARCH 29 (PALM SUNDAY)
9:30 a.m. Ladies Small Group, RM 203 8:15 a.m. Praise & Play, RM 125
6:15 p.m. Men’s 50" Basketball, Gym 8:30 a.m. Worship, Communion & Palm
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25 Procession, Sanctuary
9:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study, RM 202 9:40 a.m. Faith Explorers, RM 214
9:30 a.m. Lectio Divina, RM 203 9:40 a.m. Sunday Study, Palms Room
11:00 a.m. Wonderful Wednesday, Ocean Room 11:00 a.m. Worship, Communion & Palm
12:00 p.m. Sunday Take-away, RM 203 Procession, Sanctuary
5:15 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 11:15 a.m. KidWorship, RM 126
6:00 p.m. Alzheimer’s Support, RM 203 12:00 p.m. Egg Hunt, Lunch, & Reflection Kits
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Evening Prayer, Chapel Fellowship Hall

WAYS TO GIVE

@:}TEXT PALMS TO 73256

RECURRING BANK
GIFTS OR MAIL CHECKS

“m PERSON

@ONLINE AT PALMSCHURCH.ORG




PRAYERS & CONCERNS

IN OUR PRAYERS

Nancy Aves, Mary Frost, Sara Gordon, Joan Kemp, Julia (our beloved canine greeter),
Penny Leonard, Faye Lightburn, Barbara Pickett, Helen Kleiber Rich, Betty Spielman,
Malvina White

IN THE MILITARY
John Arena, James McDuffie Brunson, Zach Johnson, Dr. Janet West, Andrew Whelan,
Daniel Wise, and Dr. Austin Yoder

GLOBAL MISSION

Pastor Charles George, Zoe Church, Home of Compassion, Delft, Cape Town, South Africa;
Leon & Jacky Dorleans and Nadege Gay, Haiti Outreach Ministries (HOM); CODEP-
Comprehensive Development & Reforestation Project (Haiti); Dr. Connie Duke, Art Creation
Foundation ( Haiti); Dr. Samuel Rozfy, Evangelical Theological Seminary, Cairo (ETSC) and
Rev. Mina Hanna, Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Egypt; Dr. Roger Wegurih,”Operation
Go Home” (Upper Presbytery, Ghana); Dr. John Azumah, The Sanneh Institute (Ghana); and
Rev. Dr. Philip Laryea, The Akrofi-Christaller Institute for Theology, (Ghana)

LOCAL MISSION

Jeff Winkler, BEAM; Steve Gilbert, Beaches Habitat for Humanity; Latoya Thomas, The
Carver Center, Jelisa Jackson, The Gail Baker Center; Dee Davis, The Jordan Center, Faculty,
students, and families of local Beaches Area schools, Lucas Seilhymer, Mission House;
Rick Cartlidge, The Sanctuary on 8th Street; Lori Anderson, Dial-A-Ride, Mary Jane Brown,
Beaches Community Kitchen

PRAYER REQUESTS
Submit a prayer request by contacting Pam Mann at either 904-509-6192 or
gatorpep@aol.com.


mailto:gatorpep@aol.com

LEADERSHIP

Elders
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Phil Hammond Jan Duggar Karen Ackerman
Andy Mignerey Bob Vick Gary Deal
Lucy Stewart Devon Witt Elizabeth Gainer
Gordon Strickland Ena Stoops
Deacons
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Ellen Carson Barbara Bishop Kristin Edwards
Laura Kusumoto Marcele Gillum Brian Keller
Pam Mann Howard Jolles Martha McNulty
Laura Strickland Justine Ness Judy Muir
Phyllis Tousey Georgia O’Daniel Jeremy Thien

Jane Palmer

STAFF
ReV. Bryant ANAErSON ...cuuiuiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt e eaeaa s Pastor/Head of Staff
REV. BEVEILY DEIMPSEY ..uiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiete e ee et e e eae et eae et seeensansansasnsnernesnsansenns Associate Pastor
Dr. RONN CUMMINGES . oiiiiiiiiiiiiii et et et eieeieeeeeeeeneenenneneneeneensaneenns Director of Music & Fine Arts
BilLWIlABY eniniiiiiiiiiiiiie et e et e et et e et e e e e e e easaneneene et eanaaneanaanns Adult Ministry Director
REV. Craig DaVIES ..cuniiiiiiiiiiiiiie ittt ettt ee et et et et eaensaueeneansanennensensansansensennn Parish Associate
REV. DI TOM WALKET ..nenneiieieei ettt ettt et et et et et et et e ee e e eeneenneennaenns Pastor Emeritus
TaYLOr BrOWN «.ceeeei ettt ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e eenees Children’s Ministry Director
(0F=)4 01V 201 ¢ £-7e] o [P PPNt Organist
SALlIE GIPSON ittt ettt e e et et eeerea e ee e aeeanaanas Congregational Care Coordinator
o] GV Z= 1071 o] o VO PPN Church Business Director
LeSLEY HUNTEE «.enieeiiiieee et et e e e e e e e e e e eanes Communications Coordinator
ANNETEE RITLEN civnieiiii e e e Receptionist & Volunteer Coordinator
Sylvia Hammond. ..o e ees Assistant to Membership & Connection
€= 11N =) (o I TP PP PP PP PPN Nursery Coordinator
ALEX CraWTOrd ...eeeeiiniieiiei et ettt e et e e e et e e e e eas Facilities Director
NOELMILLAN .. e ettt et et e e e e e e e e eeaenns Facilities Assistant
CriSTOPEE SPIINKLE eueeieiniiie ettt ettt ee e et et et eaeeaaneeusansansansanssnsnssnsansensansensnns Sexton
DaVid STANG ceueeiiieeie ettt et et e et et et e e e e en e e eaans Audio/Video Technician
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